PARTX,
THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH.
Constitutional Lam of the Commonwealth, Jennings and Young, Chapters I-TK
(Clarendon Press); a case book with introductory chapters.
Halsbury, Lam of England, 3rd edn., Vol. 5, Title Commonwealth and Depen-
dencies, ed. S. A. de Smith and Olive NL Stone (Butterworths).
The Statute of Westminster and Dominion Status, by K. C. Wheare (Clarendon
Press).
The Development of the Legislative Council, 1606-1945, by Martin Wight
(Faber and Faber).
CHAPTER 1.
THE UNITED KINGDOM, CHANNEL ISLANDS AND
ISLE OF MAN.
ENGLAND and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland form the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Though
England and Wales and Scotland possess a common legislature^
and are united for most purposes of central government,2 Scotland
has her own system of law and her own courts,3 and her own
established Church.4 The Parliament of the United Kingdom has
functions in relation to colonial territories overseas, and, as such,
exercises legislative supremacy over the Colonies and still has a
special relationship with Canada on a few subjects of constitutional
amendment.
Northern Ireland possesses her own Executive, a Governor- Northern
General and Cabinet, and a Legislature of two Houses, the Senate and
House of Commons. It was originally intended that Ireland should .
be given a wide measure of Home Rule, while remaining part of the
United Kingdom. Though abandoned as far as Southern Ireland
was concerned, the constitution enacted with this intention by the
Government of Ireland Act, 1920, came into force in Northern
Ireland. Northern Ireland has retained representation in the United
Kingdom Parliament and is subject to its legislative supremacy.
Certain subjects, e.g. laws in respect of the Crown, treaties and
foreign relations generally, defence, foreign trade and coinage are
reserved for the United Kingdom Government and Parliament.
From the courts of Northern Ireland appeal lies to the House of
Lords. Constitutional issues may be referred for determination to the
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